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Restoring the Flow Country 

 

In this newsletter, the focus is on a couple of large scale restoration projects which have been awarded funding, and 

which are about to begin in the Flow Country. With the current level of interest for peatlands and the funding 

schemes available, more of these initiatives will arise over the next years, and could provide excellent opportunities 

for collaborative research projects in the future.   

 

Funding secured for restoration in the Flow Country 

 

All go for Flow to the Future Project 

It’s great to be able to report that after several years of development work, the Peatlands 

Partnership has received approval from the Heritage Lottery Fund for over £4 million worth 

of funding towards the Flow to the Future Project.  Almost half of the £9.6 million project 

budget is for peatland restoration work in the Forsinain and Dyke plantations in the heart 

of the Flow Country.  The proposed field centre, which will have a small laboratory and 

bunk house level accommodation for visiting volunteers and researchers, received planning permission back in 

January. The detailed design stage can now begin and we hope that building work will start next summer. Much of 

the funding is for people engagement work to spread the word about the peatlands and also to involve people 

through volunteering and education over the next five years.   

Other funding for the project is coming from Peatlands Partnership partners (including THC, FCS, SNH, HIE, RSPB), 

the Tubney Trust, ERDF, WREN, Scottish Government, SRDP, income from selling timber and with support in kind 

from ERI and THC.  For more details, contact Caroline Eccles at caroline.eccles@rspb.org.uk or 01463 715000.   

 

Brash crushing and furrow blocking in Forsinard. Photo credit: N. Cameron 

Peatland restoration work by the Forestry Commission Scotland 

Forestry Commission Scotland has been awarded £1.3m from SNH's Peatland Action Fund. The peatland restoration 

programme is running across five forest districts from Galloway to North Highland covering lowland raised bog and 

blanket bog habitats. The restoration work will include tree removal, hydrological modification and on one site fence 

lines will be modified to remove grazing pressure from sensitive designated peatlands. North Highland Forest District 

will be delivering more than half of the work on sites around the periphery of the Caithness and Sutherland 

Peatlands SPA.  Also funded was baseline monitoring and the establishment of long term hydrology monitoring on a 

number of sites. Neil McInnes (Forestry Commission Scotland)  

For more information: neil.mcInnes@forestry.gsi.gov.uk)  

mailto:caroline.eccles@rspb.org.uk
mailto:neil.mcInnes@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
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The Lonielist Eddy Covariance Tower is up and running! 

We are delighted to announce that a third Eddy Covariance (EC) tower has been added to the growing research 

network in the Flow Country. The latest tower, owned and managed by the James Hutton Institute, has been 

installed at the Lonielist site which was felled and restored in 2004. This EC system will measure the atmospheric 

exchange of CO2, CH4 and H2O in additional to many other environmental parameters, and will complement the 

towers currently in operation at Cross Lochs and Talaheel. The construction and instrumentation of the tower was 

completed at the beginning of June by Matthew Saunders (JHI) with the kind help of many RSPB volunteers and Paul 

Gaffney from the ERI. Matthew Saunders (JHI) 

   

The Lonielist Tower is now up and running. Photo credit: M. Saunders 

Sphagnum hunting in the Flow Country 

The ERI hosted two visitors on a special mission at the end of June: Prof. Harri Vasander and Prof. Jukka Laine 

travelled all the way from Finland to the Flow Country to take pictures of Sphagnum austinii and Sphagnum strictum, 

and then travelled to Skye to capture the elusive Sphagnum skyense… and visit the Talisker distillery. The two Finnish 

researchers received a grant to expand their Finnish Sphagnum identification guide (“The intricate beauty of 

Sphagnum” ) to Europe. The much needed identification guide, anticipated for the beginning of 2016, will include 

macroscopic and microscopic images of all the European sphagna, as well as images of landscapes and habitats in 

which they are found. In addition to 24 different Sphagnum species, the three-day guided tour around Caithness and 

Sutherland provided a good opportunity to see a number of sites and get a feel for the research potential of the 

Flows. Roxane Andersen (ERI).  

   

Left: Jukka Laine captures the spectacular dubh lochans in Munsary while Harri Vasander discusses with Neil Macleod, one of the reserve 
wardens. Right: In addition to S. austinii and S.strictum, Jukka and Harri were delighted to be able to capture a number of species such as S. 

pulchrum (pictured) to show the range of phenotypes found across Europe. Photo credit: R. Andersen 

http://www.helsinki.fi/forestsciences/news/110524_sphagnum_book.html
http://www.helsinki.fi/forestsciences/news/110524_sphagnum_book.html
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Other news and publications 

New member in the Forsinard team 

The RSPB Conservation Science team based at Forsinard Flows have been bolstered by 

the arrival of Intern Rachel Seddon. Rachel will be working with the Forest-to-Bog team 

until mid-September, assisting with our bird, invertebrate, vegetation and hydrological 

monitoring. Rachel has a keen interest in peatland conservation and research so if you 

see her out and about in the Flows don’t miss the chance to say hello and tell her about 

your work.  

 

 

Managing and restoring blanket bog to benefit biodiversity and carbon balance - a scoping study 

This SNH commissioned report, led by Rebekka Artz from the JHI, collected all available spatial data on peat carbon 

stocks, condition and restoration potential in Scotland. Prepared in 2011 and 2012, the extensive review document 

has just been published and, although already a little bit out of date, we hope that it can be useful to some of you. 

Roxane Andersen (ERI)   

 

A National Plan for Peatlands in Scotland 

Scottish Natural Heritage, working with Scottish Government and a range of stakeholders has drafted a National 

Peatland Plan for Scotland to highlight the importance of Scottish peatlands and set out some proposals for research 

and awareness-raising. The draft document opened for consultation on the 6th of June, and anybody interested in 

peatland will have the opportunity to comment and the draft until the 12th of September.   

 

Upcoming conferences in the UK… 

 

In the bog - The ecology, landscape, archaeology and heritage of Peatlands 

Professor Ian D. Rotherham and colleagues are organising a major event on the theme of ‘Peatland Landscapes, Past, 

Present & Future’ on September 3-5 in Sheffield. The conference will cover the history of human activity associated 

with peatland landscapes and the future challenges with a focus on climate change and carbon sequestration. The 

event is supported by IPS, BES, IUCN UK Peatland, IUFRO, LCF, SHU, JBA Consulting and Thorne & Hatfield Moors 

Conservation Forum. The conference will also include a field visit on the first day. Registration closes on 20th August, 

see details on the website.  

The 5th IUCN conference: Investing in Peatlands 

The IUCN peatland programme conference will be held this year from Monday October 20th to Wednesday October 

22nd 2014 at Eden Court Theatre in Inverness, Scotland. The focus of this year’s event will be on peatland 

management, including restoration techniques. An update on the Peatland Code and the opportunities for private 

funding will also be presented. More information and registration details will be available soon on the IUCN peatland 

programme website.  

  The next edition of the newsletter will come out in September, please email your contributions to 
Roxane Andersen (roxane.andersen@uhi.ac.uk) before the Friday 13th of September 2014. 

 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-research/publications/search-the-catalogue/publication-detail/?id=2134
http://www.snh.gov.uk/climate-change/what-snh-is-doing/peatland-action/national-peatland-plan/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/climate-change/what-snh-is-doing/peatland-action/national-peatland-plan/
http://www.ukeconet.org/event/in-the-bog-conference/
http://www.iucn-uk-peatlandprogramme.org/news-and-events/events/investing-peatlands-october-2014-conference
mailto:roxane.andersen@uhi.ac.uk

